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Welcome Alumni to 
Homecoming 2014

South vs Edison
Date: September 19

Game time: 3:30 p.m.

and join us for
Friday Night Lights

details on page 2

Veteran school leader, Ray Aponte, 
selected as new South High principal
Dr. Bernadeia H. Johnson, superintendent of Minneapolis Public 
Schools (MPS), has named Ray Aponte as the new principal of 
South High School. After a national search, the South school 
community selected Mr. Aponte to be their school leader, and Dr. 
Johnson supports and honors the community’s request. Mr. Aponte 
is the longest-serving school leader currently in the school district 
with more than 25 years of experience.

“Mr. Aponte has a diverse personal and professional background 
that will prove invaluable,” Johnson said.  “He is a strong 

educational leader who brings a wealth 
of experience to this position. I am confident Mr. Aponte 
will  lead South High with the expectation that every 
student will receive a high-quality education in an 
environment that supports collaboration, innovation and 
partnership. We are excited for Mr. Aponte’s arrival and 
look forward to a strong start for the new school year.” 
 
Prior to his time at Northrop, Mr. Aponte spent a decade 

leading Jefferson Community School and also has served as principal at Andersen 

continued on page 3 

Presidentʼs message
Lighting the Path for the Future

The moment we graduate we begin our 
journey through adulthood. Our heads 
swell a bit for a short time, we’re sure we 
are way beyond that “high school stuff,” 
and we set off to conquer the world. Every 
day is a new experience, and inevitably, 
with each step we take something 
changes. As we head down the road it 
doesn’t take long to realize we sometimes 
need others to help light our path.    

This year we have had many changes in 
our South High community. Some of these 
changes have been difficult, and some 
have put us on new roads to amazing 
opportunities. One of these amazing 
opportunities is a new campaign that we 
hope will literally light the night sky at 
South for years to come, making the 
possibilities for outdoor activities at South 
tremendous.

continued on page 3

Mr. Aponte is the 
longest-serving school 
leader currently in the 
district with more than 
25 years of experience.

All Nations pow-wow succeeds in educating peers
by Srija Sen, Southerner Staff Writer

Excerpted from the May 2014 Southerner

“How would you even explain a pow-
wow?” sophomore Elizabeth Francis 
questioned as she struggled for words 
with a puzzled look on her face.

“I know, that’s what I’m stuck on,” 
sophomore Karissa Kier-Ficken laughed 
in agreement.

It seems hard to explain a pow-wow 
unless you’re part of the culture. Sierra 
Villebrun elaborated, “It’s like a 
traditional gathering where we dance, and 

tell stories, and see a lot of family, eat a lot of traditional food and see a lot of the 
artwork like beading, dancing.”

On May 5th, 2014 the All Nations program at South hosted their first ever pow-wow at 
the Midtown YWCA fieldhouse, in hopes of creating awareness about Native 
American culture. The emotions expressed on the faces of the crowd ranged from 

continued on page 6

A fancy shawl dancer proudly displays her 
reservation, White Earth, during the All Nations 
pow-wow.

Be Proud, Be South!

See page 2 for names of 

Homecoming royalty
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The 19th Annual Jim Bloom SHF Golf 
Tournament was held on June 23rd. In 
cooperation with the Baseball Booster 
Club, the tournament drew 96 players 
and another 28 dinner guests. We had a 
wonderful golf day. There was no rain, 
but one highlight of the event was the 
local sirens going off as a tornado 
approached the eastern part of the 
county.

The BBQ dinner this year included 
corporate donor prizes, silent auction 
items and a wonderful array of gift 
baskets made by the Baseball Booster 
Club that made for an exciting evening of 
fund- raising. The proceeds from the 
tournament exceeded $10,000 this year. 
The proceeds from all 19 tournaments 
have now topped the $200,000 mark. The 
money raised helps with meeting grants 
and scholarship requests from students and 
faculty.

Many thanks to all the tournament 
volunteers and committee members. We 
also had the support of the South High

Baseball team as well. Without all of you 
we cannot make this event fun and 
successful each year.

Our new Principal Ray Aponte took time 
out of a very busy schedule to visit with 
golfers and volunteers prior to the event 
thanking them for their support. SHF Vice 
President and Scholarships Chair, Elmer 
Koch, was on hand during our evening 
event to explain the work that goes into 
reviewing grants and scholarships.
 

The team event winners were as follows:
Not first place—Dave Peterson, Steve 
Peterson, Erik Orwoll and Brad 
Lehmeier; 3rd place—Marlys Dean, Fred 
Dean, Brian Ponto and Mike Ponto; 2nd 
place—Mike Alm, Rick Alm Sr., Rick 
Alm and Gary Alm; 1st place—Dick 
Otterstrom, Wayne Osell, Tyler 
Hoover and Robert Ramerth  
(pictured at left)

Next year’s tournament will again be 
held at the Crystal Lake Golf Club in 
Lakeville, Monday June 22, 2015. So 
SAVE THE DATE on your calendars. We 
encourage all non-golfers to attend the 
dinner. Please remember it is all for the 
benefit of the Foundation. For more 
information please contact Mike 
Feriancek at 952-440-4810 or 
mferiancek@aol.com.  

Many thanks to the sponsors who help 
make the tournament so successful.

Mike Feriancek ’71
Board Member, Golf Chair

Prize Donors
3M Championship
Above All Hardwood Floors
Anodyne Coffee Shop
Bent Creek Golf Club
Bergen Supervalu
Blue Door 
Brackett's Crossing CC
Brave New Work Shop
Bridgemans
Bunny's Bar & Grill
Carbone's Pizzeria
Chicago Lake Liquors
Chris & Rob's Restaurants
Con-way Freight
Dairy Queen - East Lake St.
Davanni's
Dale Studios
Pat & Tom Doble
East Lake Liquors
Fat Lorenzo's
Roberta & Mike Feriancek
Golf Galaxy
Golfsmith
Hi Lake Liquor
Hiawatha Golf Course
H. Larson Studios
Ingebretsen's

Jakeeno's Pizza & Pasta
Jim Beam Spirits & Wine
Jimmy John's - Riverside
Lifetouch Inc.
Mary Kay
Matt's Bar & Grill
Meadowbrook Golf Course
Mel-O-Glaze Bakery
Memory Lanes
Minnehaha Lake Liquors
Minnesota Historical Society
Minnesota Timberwolves
Minnesota Twins
Minnesota Vikings
Minnesota Wild
Minnesota Zoo
Mother Earth Gardens
Mug & Brush Hair Design
The Meadows Golf Club
Nokomis Hair Design
Nokomis Shoes
Judy & Wayne Osell
Oxendale's Market
Park Tavern
Parkway Pizza
Peace Coffee
Pizza Lucé
Precision Tune Auto Care
Rail Station Bar & Grill

Riverview Café & Wine Bar
Riverview Theater
Soderberg Florist
St. Mane Sporting Goods
Starbucks
Target Stores
Theodore Wirth Golf Course
The Shamrock/Nook
The Tin Fish Restaurant
Tiny Acorn Portraits
Tires Plus
Town Hall Lanes
Transport Design
Turtle Bread Company
Universal Athletics
Viking Liquor Barrel
Welna II Hardware
Xcel Energy
YWCA
Zipps Liquors
Golf Hole Sponsors
Platinum
J Benson Construction Corp, 
    Benson Family
South High Athletics, 
    Mark Sanders
Gold
Yards of Creativity, 
    Linda Westling

Silver 
Class of 1959, Edward & Karayn
    Cunnington
Doble Family, Pat & Tom Doble
Class of 52 & Jim Libby, 
    Jim  Benson, Richard (Woody)  
    Erickson, & Don Tanaka
Class of 1971, 
    Roberta & Mike Feriancek
Muriel & Tom Hogan
Hexagon Bar, Bill Hupp
Class of 1957, 
    Wayne R. Johnson
Northern Tool & Equipment, 
    Al Kotula
Baseball Booster Club, 
    Jon Kramka
Lydia Lee and Michael O'Donnell
East Lake Street Dairy Queen,  
    Tim Lee
Yomama Ski Club, 
    Rand & Petrina Levy
Nokomis Healthy Seniors
Mpls. Fed. of Teachers Union, 
    Lynn Norgen
Punch & Associates, 
    Howard Punch
Spohns Action Auto Systems

Thank you to tourney contributors!

Homecoming royalty 
pictured on page 1
Walter Roers and Sandy Siebert from the 
1960 Homecoming festivities. Roers ‘61 
was inducted into the Wall of Honor at 
the last All Alumni Luncheon in May. 

Friday Night Lights
South vs Minneapolis North 
Date: Thursday, September 25, 2014
Game time: 7:15 

2014 Golf Tournament joins forces with Baseball Boosters

Tell your neighbors, br
ing family      

and friends for a fun
 nighttime 

football game!
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Brave New Workshop
Carbone's
Chanhassen Dinner
   Theatre
Cork Dork Wine Shop
Dairy Queen
East Lake Liquor
Jerry Ferguson 
   Wood Gifts
Grand Casino Mille Lacs
Norma Henriksen

Hiawatha Golf Course
Ichiban Steak House
Ingebretsen's Meats
Matt's Bar and Grill
Minnesota Twins Tickets
Mosaic Café
Mother Earth Gardens
Nokomis Shoe Shop
Park Tavern & Bowl
Pizza Lucé
Prairieʼs Edge Casino

Rail Station Bar & Grill
Riverview Theatre
Saint Paul Saints
Seward Co-op
South Side Chiropractic
Ted Cook's BBQ
Tiny Acorn Portraits
Webb Lake Lodge
YWCA Family Plan

Pancake eaters compete in rigorous event
The annual pancake breakfast was a great 
success with the added attraction of a 
pancake eating contest. Students, Ronron 
Brown ’16 in first place and Joseph 
Stovall ’16 in second, won the event by 
consuming the largest quantity of tasty 
pancakes made by our volunteers. 
Different tactics were employed, some 
participants folded or rolled the 
pancakes, some used beverages to wash 
it all down all with a cheering crowd of 
spectators viewing from the sidelines. 

The breakfast crowd was large as usual. 
Funds were earned for the Foundation 
that will be used to help fulfill the many 
requests that the Foundation receives. 
Equally important as the fundraising  is 
the opportunity that the breakfast 
provides for the South High community 
to come together in a fun environment in 
which friendships are renewed. 

I want to thank the many prize donors. 
The list (below) is long and many have 

participated for years. Their generosity 
helps the Foundation in its mission. I 
also want to thank 
our volunteers. As 
always, an event this 
large does not 
happen without the 
help of many. 
Getting to know and 
work with the 
volunteers is one of 
the things that I enjoy 
about this event. 
Working with and 
watching our students 
participate in this fund raising 
event is especially rewarding. 

Next year’s breakfast is scheduled 
for Sunday, April 25, 2015. 
I hope to see you there!

Jerry Herby ‘68, 
Pancake Breakfast Chair

Thank you to pancake breakfast prize donors!

United Community School and Waite Park Community School. He was also assistant 
principal at Northeast Middle and Sheridan Community schools.

Since joining MPS in 1986 as a middle school teacher, Mr. Aponte has been an asset to 
the school district and the greater Minneapolis community. Northrop was recognized as 
a 2013-14 Celebration School by the Minnesota Department of Education. Mr. Aponte 
is a strong environmental activist and national speaker on education topics. He was 
also recognized as the Volunteer of the Year by the Minneapolis Park System (2003) 
and has donated his time to numerous community activities. In addition, Mr. Aponte 
has the perspective of a South parent—his daughter is a rising junior at South, and his 
son is a recent South graduate.

“I have been a part of the South High community for a number of years as a parent and 
community member,” Aponte said. “I have built strong relationships with families and 
students, and I look forward to partnering with the community to truly make South the 
place to be. I believe South is the jewel of Minneapolis Public Schools with its rich 
diversity, challenging academics and competitive athletics teams.” 

Mr. Aponte received his undergraduate degree in education from the University of 
Wisconsin, Whitewater, and subsequently earned a master’s in Education Leadership 
from the University of St. Thomas. He also completed the Education Policy Fellowship 
Program at the University of Minnesota.    
                 press release provided by the Minneapolis Public Schools

South High principal, Ray Aponte  continued from page 1 Lighting a path cont. from page 1

We have already found some bright and 
shining lights along the way with our 
three new Board members, Judy Westby 
Jungwirth ’61, Darcy Alm Svenddal ’80, 
and Mark Sanders, South High Athletic 
Director. Each brings new talent and 
skills to our organization and we are 
excited to have them join us.  

And we'd like to shine a spotlight on 
South’s new principal, Mr. Ray Aponte. 
Mr. Aponte has already met with 
Foundation Board members several times 
and it is clear he will be a strong ally as 
we navigate through the coming year.

Please join us on our journey. Shine your 
light on our path to a successful future! 

Nancy R. Rosenow, President

1. Pancake eating contest winners,
Joseph Stovall '16 second & Ronron Brown 
'16 first 2. Patricia & Bob Mack get first pick 
at the pottery table 3. Parents Chris Oace, 
Patty Bowler, Kathy & Bob Krasky 
4. Volunteers Barb Novotny ’83 & Arline 
Doyle ’52 5. Class of ’71 6. Serious pancake 
eating competitors

1.

2.

3.

4. 5.

6.
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ALUMNI NEWS

Class of 1964—September 20, 2014
50th Reunion at Bent Creek Golf Club 
in Eden Prairie. Social hour: 5 p.m.
Dinner buffet at 6 p.m. Go to Facebook: 
Minneapolis South High School Class 
of 1964. Contact: Brian Hoel 
763-424-4293.

Class of 1990—25th Reunion
Open to all classes—especially ’87-’91
Saturday, June 27, 2015
Details: SouthHigh90.com
Please spread the word!  

Class Reunions

Introducing, the #1 
Twins fan...Gene 
Capistrant ʻ53

Submitted by Carol Colloton ’53
and Warren Schluck ‘52

Gene Capistrant has been a Minnesota 
Twins season ticket holder since 1961 
and  also has tickets for Spring Training 
games in Fort Myers, FL. So at this 
year’s season opener, the Twins 
recognized Capistrant as the #1 fan and 
he raised the Twins Territory flag.

As a baseball fan growing up, Gene and a 
friend went to see a Minneapolis Millers 
baseball game in the 1950s. The two 
childhood friends wanted to sell peanuts 
but needed social security cards. Gene 
and his friend jumped on the streetcar for 
ten cents and headed downtown to obtain 
social security cards. After waiting in line 
for the cards they both headed back to 
the ball park. Gene soon got a job selling 
peanuts at the stadium. 

In his own terms, he’s a “seamhead,” an 
avid baseball fanatic. Gene’s first Twins 
baseball hero was Harmon “Killer” 
Killebrew, who played in the 50s and 
60s. He remembers well some of his 
towering home runs. Another fond 
memory includes Kirby Puckett’s walk-
off home run in the 1991 World Series. 

Gene is also a proud tiger and a generous 
supporter of the South High Foundation. 

So who WAS Les Barnard? 

The man whose name appears on the South High athletic field sign is well known to 
alumni who graduated in the 30s through the 50s but if you walked the halls of South 
after that time you may wonder how he made a name for himself. 

Barnard was a football, gymnastics and track coach, and a teacher at South from 
1928-1958. He mentored some of the Foundation’s leaders and Wall of Honor 
recipients, such as Jim Bloom, Bob Kommerstad, Don Thorud, Bill McMoore, Glenn 
Pullens, Tommy Preston, John George and Gordon Peterson. 

Drawing words from a yellowed 1979 newspaper article by Larry Batson of the 
Minneapolis Tribune to describe the man, the coach: “The single wing was Barnard’s 

formation. He understood and loved its power and 
precision, its emphasis on endurance. He had a keen 
mind, was an exceptional judge of talent and of desire. He 
turned some of his weaker teams into powers with 
startling but effective shifts of players to new positions.”

“Barnard did it his way. Always. And it was a good way 
for his time and for his people. ‘It was a blue-collar 
neighborhood,’ said Bill McMoore, a 1943 player and 
later teacher, principal and athletic director. ‘A tough 
hardnosed bunch of people with a lot of pride. They took 
care of their property and their families. It was a heritage 
that kids nowadays don’t have.’” 

“Make no mistake,” said Fire Department Captain John 
George, another ’43 player, “we needed what Barnard gave us. He was a great, great 
influence on all of us, a truly great man.”

“If you could survive Barnard’s tutelage, college ball was delightfully simple. Five 
players from that ’43 team went on to play for Bernie Bierman at the University of 
Minnesota. Dick Anonsen, Bill McMoore, Glen Pullens, Art Edling and Jim Bloom. 
There were many others, before and after, who played well in college.”

He led South football teams to a record of 193 wins, 80 losses and 21 ties—and 9 
championships. More importantly he led his students, he taught his students and he 
coached his students to be productive leaders in the community. 

Sha-kym Adams, South High Sophmore
Larry Holmberg ’48
Elaine Carlson ’45

Pat Wood Johnson ’57
Roger Mitby ’ 57

Eugene Peter Ronning ’39
Charles Ek ’63

Bruce Thomson, Parent

Memorials
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All Alumni Fall Luncheon October 8, 2014

Name          Spouse/Partner

___________________________________________     ______________________________________________
Maiden name    Class Year    Maiden name              Class Year

___________________________________________        ______________________________________________

Meal Choice:Roast Beef Crispy ChickenVegetarian        Meal Choice:Roast Beef Crispy ChickenVegetarian 
                   Salad                                Salad       
                       
Street: _________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip____________________________________________________           Total enclosed $_______
Email___________________________________     
Phone__________________________________

South High Community 
Band starts the year with an 
ice cream social

The South High 
Community Concert Band 
and Jazz Band are set to 
resume rehearsals this 
coming September. Rehearsals take 
place at South High School in the band 
room. We will begin again on September 
9th with our traditional ice cream social 
at 6:30 p.m. on the south side of the 
building, before going inside and 
playing some music to refresh our skills.  

If you’ve played an instrument in the 
past, and would love to be part of a 
relaxed group of talented musicians 
making music together, bring your “axe” 
and join us! We meet every Tuesday, 
concert band from 7-8:45 p.m. and jazz 
band from 9-9:45 p.m. For more 
information, please visit our web site: 
www.southhighcommunityband.org 

Menu
Roast Beef 

mashed potatoes with gravy  
& house salad

or
Crispy Chicken Salad 

Chicken Tenders atop mixed greens, 
bacon, tomatoes, red onion and shredded 

cheese, with choice of dressing
or

Vegetarian option   

all choices come with rolls/butter, 
beverage & dessert

When: October 8, 2014

Where: Knights of Columbus

Social Hour: 11 a.m.
Lunch: Noon

Cost: $18.00 per person
$20.00 at the door)

Reservation Deadline: September 29
online reservation deadline 
September 30, 2014

Program: Meet South Highʼs new 
principal, Ray Aponte

Please complete the form below and mail with your check to: 
South High Foundation Alumni Lunch, 3131 19th Avenue South, Minneapolis MN 55407
Contact Lil Iverson 763-425-9698 for further information or order online www.southhighfoundation.org

Invite yo
ur friend

s, 

call a cl
assmate! 

All are welcome!

Thank you to our Contributors
Centurion  (since April of 2014)
Margaret and John Adamek 
Curtis Anderson ’51
Virginia (Steeves) & Ronald Clough ’56
Carol Colloton ’53
Denise Dohrmann
Capt. Roger Ekman ’48
William Ellis ’45
Sharon Englund ’62
James Gooden ’52
Josephine Guernsey ’45
Laura Hardy ’43
David Jansen ’52
Elaine Johnson ’36
Richard Joseph
Nancy Kosciolek, Parent

JL Lappengaard
Carol & Ronald Madsen ’59
Jean Bodin McKusick ’50
James Nelson
David Peterson
Jean & David Smith ’60
Cori-Beth Sherlock & James Polakowski
Elizabeth (Anderson) & Brian Ponto ’68, ’67
John Puffer
Richard Punchard ’51
Karl Puterbaugh ’45
Elise & Robert Smude
Marilyn Walbert
Gail & James Westby ’55
Jean (Herby) Wilson ’51
Andrew Young ’02

Special Giving  (since April of 2014)
Wayne Benson ’57
Lois (Knutson) and Eugene Capistrant ’53
Class of 1946
George Glaros
Zondra Gunnink ’58
Mark Jensen
Rand Levy
Jennifer Kieck
Kopp Family Foundation
Kimberly Lund, Parent

Patricia and Robert Mack, Parent
Kimberly Miller
Mackwest Corp., Brian & Miles Westrick
Joan Peterson
J.M. Philstrom
Spohn’s Action Auto Systems
Toro Foundation
Howard Vasquez ’69
Betty Lou (Frolik) Viskocil ’59
Yards of Creativity
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Osmo Vänskä and the musicians of the 
Minnesota Orchestra visit South High
Minnesota Orchestra musicians, with Osmo Vänskä on the podium, presented 
Mussorgsky's Pictures at an Exhibition at South High School this past April. 
Violist Sam Bergman provided engaging commentary that introduced Mussorgsky's 
iconic music to students in South's music 
and art programs. 

Arvold wins state 
badminton tournament

by Laura Turner, Southerner Staff Writer

One would not expect someone who 
only played a sport for a year to win any 
big tournament, especially the state 
championships. But that is exactly the 
case for senior Hannah Arvold, the 
champion of the Minnesota Badminton 
State Tournament last May.

The meet was a two-day event. “We 
started at nine in the morning until three 
in the afternoon, and you play badminton 
constantly. I played five matches one 
day,” Arvold said.

When she finally won, she said, “I was 
very happy and I was very tired. It’s very 
tiring. It’s just really exciting!” Arvold 
attributes her growth as a player to two 
factors. “I had a great coach,” she said of 
coach Brenda Frisvold. Arvold also has 
practice playing singles badminton this 
year and doubles badminton last year. 

While she doesn’t plan on playing 
badminton in college, Arvold hopes to 
join a club. She will also compete in 
soccer at Augsburg College this coming 
year.

excitement to rapt attention. It was 
arranged by mainly All Nations students, 
with some amount of help from their 
mentors and teachers.

“We were hoping it would make the South 
community more educated about Native 
culture,” Francis told me.

Often these ceremonies take months or 
perhaps even a year to plan. Pow-wow 
committees are usually assigned to plan 
these events. In this case, a group of 
students involved with an Inter-Tribal 
Council took on the responsibility of 
planning. 

When I arrived, I saw students and adults 
helping to set up drum circles and dancers 
getting their hair braided. Family members
filtered in to partake in the celebration. 
The first part of each ceremony is called 
the Grand Entry. “Everyone is expected to 
rise during this out of respect for the 
sacred traditions present,” junior Maddison 
Smith told me. The Grand Entry of the 
ceremony often includes a prayer. During 
that time active military members or 
veterans lead holding flags or Eagle Staffs 
which honor certain tribes.

“Then the dancers enter the circle in a 
specific order,” Smith continued. Some of 
the dancers include traditional, grass, 
fancy dancers for the men, and jingle dress 
and fancy shawl dancers for the women. A 
wide range of ages also participated in the 
dancing and singing, followed by a local 
Native American rap artist, Chase 
Manhattan.

“In modern day, like current Native 
communities, pow-wows are a big thing, 
so we thought the All Nations should have 
one too,” Francis said.

So through this culture sharing, the 
question stands: did this pow-wow help to 
teach South students about Native culture? 
Among the students I interviewed, not 
many knew what a pow-wow entailed.

“I really enjoyed it because I’ve always 
liked Native outfits and I finally learned 
what a pow-wow was. They should 
definitely make this an annual thing, I 
guarantee everyone’s gonna love it!” 
senior Birch Hansen shared, confirming 
that he did in fact learn something new.

Another senior, Merja Dembovksy said 
that she “really felt engulfed in Native 
American culture.”

Pow-Wow continued from page 1

Holtman moves on to 
National History Day

by Maeve Handley, Southerner 

Moving on to National History Day is a 
very big deal. Students spend almost half 
the year preparing for their school’s 
History Day. Junior Tasha Holtman was 
fortunate enough to move on to National 
History Day for the fourth time. She 
received second place in 2010 and third 
in 2012.

Holtman’s project, the Kindertransports, 
focused on rescue efforts which brought 
thousands of refugee Jewish children to 
Great Britain from Nazi Germany 
between 1938 and 1940.  

The South High 
Foundation 
continues to fund 
grants for students 
to attend the 
National History 
Competition held 
each year at the 
University of 
Maryland. 

Junior Tasha Holtman bites her medal after 
moving on to National History Day.

Maestro Vänskä and musicians greeted 
the students before and after the concerts, 
answering questions and even taking a 
few selfies with students!

As part of the Minnesota Orchestra’s 
mission to deepen connections between 
the community and great orchestral 
music, Symphonic Adventures concerts 
are presented in area high schools. In an 
up-close and familiar setting, students 
have the opportunity to hear the 
orchestra, meet musicians and learn 
about orchestral masterworks. 

(Pictured top right) South students meet 
Maestro Vanska. (Pictured bottom right) 
Michael Sutton, violinist and alumnus of 
South High School, talks with current 
students.



South High Foundation Newsletter                    Page 7

Please complete this form (please print) and mail with your check to: South High Foundation, 3131 19th Ave. S, Mpls, MN 55407

Name______________________________________________________Maiden Name_____________________Class yr._______
Spouse/Partner Name _________________________________________Maiden Name_____________________Class yr._______
Address____________________________________________________City______________________State____Zip__________
E-mail_________________________________________________Phone number (_______)______________________________
I am/we are:   Alumni     Parent     Student     Staff     Friend

Annual Giving Levels:
 $5,000 Legacy
 $1,000 Platinum Tiger
 $500 Gold Tiger
 $250 Silver Tiger
 $100 Centurion
 $50 Champion
 $25 Medallion 
 $_____Other

Thank you for your support!    
Website: southhighfoundation.org

FN14  Office use only: 
CID________DR__________CK___________AT__________TY__________Note__________________

 Matching gift form enclosed
 I would like to volunteer. Best way to contact me: email  phone  mail
 Please send me information about wills and bequests
 Please send me a copy of the annual report

Optional:  Designated for______________________________(program/activity) 

In Memory of______________________________________Class year_______

In Honor of________________________________________Class year_______

Please send my newsletter by email  mail  both  or   opt out of mailings

  South High Foundation Donation Form

Front row: Sophia Downey, Alexis Moore, Camryn Linster, Amirah Ellison, Lillie Ouellette-Howitz, Dr. 
Willarene Beasley, Principal, and Assistant Principal Stephen Simondet. Back and middle rows: Elise 
Sommers, Shana Crawford, Yasaidy Rosario, Payton Gerick, Fiona Carson, Ezra Koetz, Emily Harman, 
Callaway Holt and Zakariya Hussein (Not pictured: Mose McLain).

Scholarships  managed by the South High Foundation  
Robert & Maxine Arneson $500: Emily Harman
George H. Smith $500: Peyton Gerick
Kopp Family Foundation $1500: Yasaidy Rosario
Bob Kommerstad $4000/per student: Ezra Koety, Fiona Carlson and Callaway Holt
Faith Finnberg $5000/per student/year: Lillian Ouellete-Howitz and Elise Sommers
Foundation Scholarship for Success $2000/per student: Alexis Moore and Zakariya Hussein
Sjostrand Family $1000: Camryn Linster
Bill Siegmann Scholarship $1000: Amirah Ellison
Andrew T. Knapp Scholarship $1000: Shana Crawford
First Generation Scholarship $10,000/year: Mose McLain

We would like to continue sharing news and information about the South High Foundation with you, however, if you prefer not to receive any 
further mail correspondence, you may unsubscribe from our mailing list by either: 
1.  Visiting our website at www.southhighfoundation.org and clicking on the “Email Us” tab in the upper right hand corner. Type “Unsubscribe” in the 

subject line and your name and address in the body of the email; OR
2.  Writing to us at Friends of South High Foundation, 3131 19th Avenue South, Minneapolis MN 55407 and request to be removed from our mailing list. 

You may use the above form and check the opt out box. 

Grants to South High 
Students 2013-2014

Be Proud, Be South!

ACADEMICS  $35,001
Spoken Word—Guest Instructor  500
“Tree of Life” Posters  75
Viva Coro Concert  925
VOICES Guest Artist  450
Geography Software  336
H-Art Class  1,000
All Nations Program Cultural Exploration  10,080
AP Placement Testing  2,600
Baile Latino—Spanish Dance Day  400
Spoken Word  1,350
AISES Leadership Trip  2,000
Dominican Republic—Service Learning Trip 1,979
Eagle Bluff Academy  8,000
National History Day  1,807
NYC History Trip   2,500
Social Work Trip  300
World Language Spanish Department  700

ATHLETICS  $17,164
Additional Coaches  5,858
Leadership Class  8,000
Leadership Class  2,356
South High Football Outdoor Lights  950

EXTRACURRICULAR  $20,044
MN Youth in Government  6,000
Project Success  10,000
Student Council Leadership  1,861
Humanities I-team  2,183

FINE ARTS  $22,655
African Dance Concert  2,575
Community Band  1,000
Visiting Poets  1,000
Theater Department  5,000
Theater Dept. Musical  4,590
Visual Arts Department  8,000
VOICES Documentary Film Making  490

SUPPORT SERVICES  $17,375
MacBook Language Learning Lab  11,000
PUSH Staff Breakfast  1,000
Senior Class Trip  1,500
Staff T-Shirts  2,075
Environmental Sustainability  1,100
Financial Aid Night  700

GRAND TOTAL  $112,240

South High Events
Concerts begin at 7:00 p.m., tickets: adults $5 and 
students $3
Fall Concerts 
November 10—Jazz Ensemble II & Jazz Ensemble I
November 11—Concert Choir, Women’s Choir, Varsity       
Choir, & Pop Singers
November 13—String Orchestra & Chamber Orchestra
November 14—Concert Band, Symphonic Band, & 
Wind Ensemble

Holiday Concert
December 16—South Community Band & Pop Singers
South Singer Showcase with Guest Artist (cost TBD)
January 15, 2015—Jazz Ensemble I with Pop Singers
  
South High Theater presents
October 30 and 31—Suite Surrender
A Senior Project directed by Theo Linder
7:00 p.m. in the South High Auditorium 
Tickets: adults $9 and students $7
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Be Proud, Be South!

Keep in touch! Please help us keep our information correct. If the mailing information is incorrect or your spouse is also an alum, please 
let us know by calling 612-668-4344 or sending an email to director@southhighfoundation.org.

The Friends of South High 
Foundation Newsletter
Published bi-annually as the 

official publication of the 
South High Alumni & Friends

Editors: Judy Erickson Ayers ’66,  Elmer Koch 
’54, Cheryl Ramirez ’70, Rosa Ramirez ’92, & 
Marlys Schluck ’53

Printing: Minuteman Press of Richfield 
Circulation 12,000

Board of Directors
Nancy Rosenow ’76, President

Elmer Koch ’54, Vice President and 
Scholarships Chair

Dick Julin ’51, Treasurer/Fundraising
Judy Ayers ’66, Secretary/Communications

Harold Benson ’50, Grants Chair
Mike Feriancek ‘71
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Rod Hemstreet ‘44

Jerry Herby ’68
Judy Westby Jungwirth ‘61

Cheryl Ramirez ’70
Mark Sanders, South Athletic Director

Marlys Schluck ’53
Warren Schluck ’52

Darcy Alm Svenddal ‘80

Website: www.southhighfoundation.org
Email:
director@southhighfoundation.org
Phone: 612-668-4344

Wanted: 
music memorabilia
Call to all alumni musicians: the 2015 
pancake breakfast will feature a table 
with music awards, photos, trophies and 
more. If you have anything you would 
like to share for this event, please contact 
Dick Westby at 612-722-2853.

Lighting the 
way at South 
High!
In 2007, the South High 
Foundation undertook a 
$185,000 capital 
improvement project that 
resulted in the 2010 
completion of the George 
Dahl/Gerry Cady Athletic 
Building which houses the 
ticket booth, concession stand, restrooms and storage at Les Barnard Field. Yet echoes 
of a September 18th, 2007 article in the Minneapolis Star Tribune still remain. That 
article stated "...by far, the worst [athletic field] conditions are found at South, which 
has the largest enrollment among the Minneapolis schools.” South High Athletics would 
greatly benefit from some additional improvements.

The Foundation has been entertaining an encore to that first phase of the athletic field 
improvement project. This school year, the South High Foundation will undertake phase 
two—a capital improvement project that will result in the installation of permanent 
outdoor field lighting and a press box at the stadium.

Starting this October, the Foundation, in conjunction with various booster groups and 
school organizations will be selling commemorative bricks which will become a 
permanent part of the stadium structure. This program will raise nearly $400,000 to 
install lighting and press box structures at Les Barnard Field. Watch your mailbox for 
exciting details!

A South High player makes a tackle on the Les Barnard Field 
with the “press box” on the bleachers in the background. 


